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Where the devastating earthquake of October 8 resulted in a loss of thousands of lives, it also caused widespread damage to the educational system in the affected regions. Hundreds of schools were brought to ground, many of whom had students inside at the time the earthquake struck. 

Given TCF’s wide experience in building and running schools all over Pakistan, TCF went ahead with an ambitious plan of building 22 seismic, purpose-built schools in various parts of the affected region. The construction of these schools has been funded by donations from various individuals, communities and corporations in Pakistan and overseas. Once completed, they will be run by TCF itself and would need ongoing support through donations in order to continue imparting education to the children from the area. 

Current Status

TCF began construction of the school units in the beginning of October 2006, after receiving an approval from ERRA (Earthquake Reconstruction and Rehabilitation Authority, Pakistan) on its architectural designs and construction plans.

There are a total of 22 primary schools currently under construction in N.W.F.P and Azad Kashmir regions, at various stages of construction. These schools are located in Districts Mansehra and Batagram in the Northwest Frontier Province of Pakistan, and Districts Azeem Khan, Kangran, Akhriala, Poonch and Bagh of Azad Jammu Kashmir. 

Construction is going at a fast pace and work on the schools has advanced through initial excavation into plinth building and laying prefabricated structures, which are proof against heavy rain and snowfall as well as being seismic (earthquake proof) in nature. TCF’s Teacher Trainers are soon to begin recruiting and training of teachers from the region for the schools. The procurement of furniture and supplies for the schools will be completed by July, and the schools will open in the upcoming academic session of 2007, which starts in August. 

Photographs of Construction
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Image A: Back filling over plinth beam in progress for a school
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Image B: Foundation work in progress for a school
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Image C: A model prefabricated structure for a TCF School in Mansehra
